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HEV, 

NATSUO 






THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
I WANNA 
TALK TO you 
ABOUT. 


CAN 
WE SIT 
DOWN 
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' HUHF 
THE AIR 
GOT 
SUPER 
TENSE 
ALL OF A 
SUDDEN, 



1 


AND 

SORRY TO 
BURST YOUR 
BUBBLE, 
BUT YOU'RE 
NOT ALONE! 









I FIGURED 
I MIGHT AS 
WELL WAIT 
UNTIL WE 
WERE ALONE 
TO BRING 






FROM THE 
LOOK ON 
yOUR FACE, 
FM GUESS¬ 
ING irs 
SOMETHING 
SERIOUS. 


WHAT'S 

UP? 
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you DON'T 

LOCK THE 
WINDOW? 



WELL, IT'S 
NOT LIKE HE 
SNEAKS IN 
AND BURGLES 
THE PLACE. 
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THAT MAN'S 
WEIRDNESS BOTH 
GOT ME INTO 
THIS MESS AND 
SAVED ME/ A 








OHH. 
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LOOK, THE 
WINDOW'S OPEN. 
HE PROBABLY 
LEFT IT FOR ME 
TO EAT LATER. 


KUWANA- 
SAN NEXT 
DOOR 
MUST'VE 
BROUGHT 
IT OVER. 
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♦•♦•♦SSSt 


SHIRT; eewneMAN 



ANYWAY, 


WHY DON'T 
WE SETTLE 
IN BEFORE 
WE START 
TALKING? 








































































































































STILL, you' 
PROBABLy 
SHOULDN'T 
DRINK 
TOO MUCH 
BLACK. ; 


YEAH; 

THEy 

SAID 

MOST 

DRINKS 

ARE 

FINE. 


YEAH, 

THANKS. 


YOU LIKE 
YOURS 
WITH JUST 
MILK, 
RIGHT? 


r*sr;x:,>s ' 


%>% 


i: 


ON 

THIS 

BED 


HANG ON. 
THIS IS 
WHERE 
FUJIl-KUN 
SLEEPS 



FM SURE 
THEY'VE SPENT 
COUNTLESS 
HOURS 
TOGETHER 
LIKE THIS. 


SOME¬ 
THING FM 
DYING TO 
EXPERI¬ 
ENCE FOR 
MYSELF. 





THEN, 
ON THIS 

BED... 
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ow, eoD. 

MX HEART 
VONT STOP 
POUNDINeJ 


/ 15 rJo 
time For 
5TEAa^Y 
FAf^TA5lE5, 


IN THE 
MIDDLE 
OF AN 
IMPORTANT 
CONVER¬ 
SATION. 


IT'S ’ 
ABOUT 
SOME¬ 
THING 
MY DAD 
BROUGHT 
UP... 




•,.WHILE 

you WERE 

STILL IN 
THE HOS- 
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I'M SURE 
THAT'LL 
BE GREAT 

FOR youR 

\CAREER. 
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THE THING 
IS, I MIGHT 
BE GONE 
FOR OVER 
A YEAR. 


t M / »* 


sM 


if?i 


m 




[/X 


so, HE 
HANDPICKED 
you TO HELP 
START UP 
THE NEW 
RESTAURANT? 
THAT'S 
AWESOME/ 




* 





I'D 
BASICAL¬ 
LY BE 
TRAINING 
TO WORK 
THERE. 


HE'S 

PLANNING 
ON OPEN¬ 
ING A NEW 
BRANCH 
INSIDE THE 
COLTON 
TOKYO. 





'KTTW'r-r- 



...I DIDN'r 
WANNA 
TELL YOU 
WHILE YOU 
WERE STILL 
IN THE 
. HOSPITAL.. 


• * '* 


I'M STILL 
ON THE 
FENCE 
ABOUT IT. 
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GETTING 
TO SEE 
EACH 
WOULD BE 
ROUGH. 
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WE'D 
ONLY GET 
TO TALK 
ON SKYPE 
WHILE I'M 
GONE. 


IF I GO, 

I PROBABLY 
WON'T BE 
BACK FOR 
ALONG 
TIME. 


THE 

TRAINING'S 
GOING TO 
BE IN NEW 
YORK. 
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THEN 
PART 
OF YOU 
WANTS 
TO GO, 
RIGHT? 
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r DOA/T 
THINK IT'S 


I DON'T 

WANT you 

TO DECIDE 
AGAINST IT 


...TO 

TURN OUR 
RELATION¬ 
SHIP INTO 
A STRAIT- 


SAYWE 


OF ME. 


IF 

SOMEONE 
TOLD ME I 
HAD TO GIVE 
UP WRITING 
IN ORDER 
TO BE WITH 
you, I DON'T 
THINK I 
COULD 


Wr r r ry*%* •%* •\%S%S 

!y ♦; *wrxsfXv>X! 




IT'S NOT 
LIKE I 

DON'T WANT 
TOGO. 


THEN 


I'D LOVE A 
CHANCE TO 
EXPAND MV 
REPERTOIRE 


I HAD A 
FEELING 
yOU'D SAy 
THAT. 










































































































I WON'T 


BE ABLE 

I GO, 

TO DO 


STUFF 

, 

FOR YOU 


LIKE HINA- 

/ ^ 







I WON'T BE ^ 
AROUND TO 

COOK FOR you 

OR BE BY yOUR 
SIDE WHEN 
you FEEL 
LONELY OR 
. HELPLESS, y 


4 
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DON'T 

WORRY. 



IT'S NOT 
LIKE WE'LL 
NEVER 
SEE EACH 
OTHER 
AGAIN. 
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LISTEN 

TO you, 

MR. 

ROAAANTIC 






NOW THAT 
ALL THAT 
WEIGHT'S 
OFF My 
SHOULDERS, 
I'M STARVING 
ALL OF A 
SUDDEN. 


PHB^. 
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I THINK 
THERE'S 
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THE ONLY EXPLANATIONS 
I CAN THINK OF ARE... 

1> Poppelganger 
2 . ^Airage 
- _ 3. Paydream 


II 

II 
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IF I TURN 
ABOUND 
AND SHE'S 
GONE, 
THEN ONE 
OF THOSE 
HAS TO 

BB 0,4 
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WHY IS 
SERIZAWA 
IN MY 
ROOMF! 
AND WHY 
IS SHE 


MS 


WH- 

WHAT 

THE 

HELL'S 

GOING 

ON?! 


LIKE 

THAT?! 


I HAVE 
SO AMNY 
QUESTIONS, 
MY BRAIN 
CAN'T KEEP 
UP! 











































I'M 

SORRY... 




THEN...IS 
THAT YOUR 
BAG? 
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♦•• • .♦ ♦♦SVWW 
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BUT yOUR 

GOING 

NEIGHBOR 

TO WAIT 

TOLD ME 

OUTSIDE 

TO WAIT 

FOR you, 

INSIDE AND 


LET ME IN. 



hfT WAS AN 
ACCIDENT! 



^ WHAT ' 
KIND OF 
ACCIDENT 










































THOUGHT 
FD SHARE 
SOME WITH 

you. 





...WHEN 
I SAID FD 

GIVE you 

LEFT¬ 

OVERS? 


I ENDED 
UP AWAKING 
TOO MUCH 
AGAIN 
yESTERDAy 



% 

CD 


MAKE IT 
QUICK, 


SURE THING/ 
I WAS GOING 
TO DUCK OUT 
WHEN I GOT 
A CHANCE 

ANVWAy/ 









WELL 


• • • 


THANKS. 
I APPRE¬ 
CIATE IT. 
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BUT AS 
I'M SURE 
YOU'VE 
NOTICED, 
MY GIRL¬ 
FRIEND'S 
OVER 
TODAY. 


'vS 




I'LL LEND 
YOU SOAAE 
OF MY 
CLOTHES, 
SO DO YOU 
MIND 
LEAVING 
FOR NOW? 
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IS 

youR 

GIRL¬ 
FRIEND 




you 

REALLY 
WANT HER 
TO STAY, 
DON'T 
YOU? 



. y 



I COULDN'T 
HELP BUT 
PUT MYSELF 
IN YOUR 




WHAT CAN 
YOU DO? 
WORK'S 
WORK. 
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IT'S 

ALREADY 

SETTLED. 


JUST 

DROP 

IT./ 
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* 4 


. .vj 



$ I ; 

r * t 


‘ ' ' * ii 






RIGHT 
NOW, TD 
REALLY LIKE 
IT IF YOU 
COULD SET 



YOU 

WERE 

SIGHING, 


I 

MEAN, 

AFTER 

SHE 

LEFT, 





































































































































THEy DIDN'T 

HAVE Eclairs 

so I GOT 
you A CREAM 
PUFF... 




I'M 

BACK/ 
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I HEAR 

you've 

BEEN 

DOING 

SOME 

ACTING 

COACH¬ 

ING. 


THEN WHAT 
GIVES? 

I THOUGHT 
you HATED 
SERIZAWA. 


FOR 

SERI¬ 

ZAWA 


IT'S 

NOTHING 

LIKE 

THAT. 


jiurj you 

Guys TALK 
^ A LOT 
DURING 
yOU'RE PRACTICE 
GIVING HER LATELy. 
TIPS ON 

HOW TO UP i 

HER SEX . 1 

APPEAL, 

RIGHT? 


I DON'T FEEL 
STRONGLy 
ABOUT HER 
EITHBR WAX. 


IS THAT 
WHAT 
PEOPLE 
ARE 

SAyiNG? 


ACTUALLY 






♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 


;; Jl 












































































t-^'X 




.Vr-r". 

X-tVc*. 


CHAPTER 196: GATFIGHT 





AAAAi*S 




MSSSSUeS^^^.JSI!X 

-S'TZUvj 
























nOB ^ 






♦I 

• • 
& 


:3S •; 

♦A 

•v** 




♦•♦•••'JR'.*.' 



1 

> 

P 



^5c<****. 

:!k 

iV!* 

4 4 


y i 

• < 

*i 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































UH-HUH, 
YEAH, WELL, 
I'VE NEVER 
SEEN A 
GHOST 


I'M PRETTY 
FREAKED 
OUT TOO. 
























































































































REALLY 


THAT? 


►sss 


ALL 

RIGHT. 


OKAV. 


^Xs*S 


NATSUO 

KUN. 


PROBABLy 

WON'T 


LET'S HEAR 

WHAT you 

HAVE TO SA) 

FOR youR- 


WHATEVER 
I SAX BUT, 
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...I'M 


COMPLETEiy, 


TOTALLY 


100 % 


INNOCENT 


THIS TIME. 






OHH, m 
REEEALLV? ^ 
you HONESTLY 
THOUGHT you 
COULD PLAY THIS 
OFF WITH THAT 
GODAWFUL ACTING? 
Y'KNOW, YOU'RE 
LUCKY YOU'RE A 
PLAYWRIGHT, OR THE 
DRAMA CLUB WOULD 
DROP YOUR ASS 
LIKE A SACK a 


• • ♦♦ 
k / 
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OF BRICKS. 











OH 



THEN 


ARE 


WHAT WAS 


THOUGHT 
A\AyBE WE 
COULD JUST 


WITH THAT 




SWEEP IT 
UNDER 
THE RUG 


BIT JUST 


NOW? 
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THC Besv 


BUT! 
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NO MATTER 
WHAT yOUR 
EXCUSE IS, 
THAT DOESN'T 
CHANGE THAT 
THERE WAS A 
HALF-NAKED 
GIRL IN yoUR 
ROOM. 


...iS 
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WE 

HAVEN'T 
BEEN 
DATING 
THIS LONG 
FOR 

NOTHING. 


I KNOW 

you 

DIDN'T DO 
ANyTHING 
WRONG ON 
PURPOSE, 
NATSUO./ 
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FM SURE 
THERE'S 
A GOOD 
EXPLANA¬ 
TION FOR 
ALL THIS. 
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EVEN IF 
you DON'T 
PLAN ON 
DOING 
ANYTHING 
SCUMMY 
WHILE I'M 
GONE, 



DID YOU ^ 
FORGET 
WHAT WE 
WERE JUST 
TALKING 
ABOUT? , 




' WHEN I ^ 
THINK ABOUT 
HOW YOU 
MIGHT FALL 
FOR A TRAP 
LIKE THIS 
HOOK, 
LINE, AND 
V SINKER... y 
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I'D LI KE 
TO SPEAK 
WITH HER 
ALONE. 
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you WERE 
EVEN CRAFTY 
ENOUGH TO 
BRING HIM 
SOME HOME 
COOKING. 







WHO 

PUTS ON 
SEE-THROUGH 
LINGERIE 
TO VISIT 
"JUST A 
CLUBMATE," 
HMM? 


im: 
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ARE you 

REALLY 

GOING 

OVER- 



WERE you 
TRYING TO 
STEAL HIM 
FROM ME? 
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BUT WHEN I 
TRY TO PUT 
MYSELF IN 
YOUR SHOES, 
IT'S...REALLY 
PAINFUL TO 
THINK ABOUT. 
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NO, 

YOU'RE 

RIGHT. 


imim 


I SHOULD 
BE 

THRILLED 
ABOUT IT. 





I MEAN, 
YOU'RE 
BASICALLY 
CHOOSING 
BETWEEN 
CHASING 
YOUR DREAMS 
AND BEING 
WITH HIM. 






' '/ 
/, 

•r 


.j 

rt 


THAT'S 

NOT....^ 


. 4 ^ .. 

♦ ♦ • » » V W>jC * ^ '' ' S f 

♦ * * • • ^ « ••••444 ••••••••••% 

^ ^ rrjv-'-xV; ^ ^ 





















































































s-s-s- 

SORRy. 




I'M 

STARTING 
TO WONDER 
IF WE'LL 
BE OKAY 
THROUGH 
ALL THIS, 



SINCE WE 
CAN'T LEAN 
ON EACH 
OTHER FOR 
SUPPORT. 
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NO DOUBT... 
SHE MUST 
MEAN A LOT 
TO you TOO. 
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/ 
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AND I'M 
GONNA BE 
SWAMPED 
WITH 
WORK. 


I'M REALLY 
SREATFUL 
THAT HE 
PROTECTED 
HINA-NEE, 
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AND 
THANKS TO 
A CERTAIN 
SOMEONE, 
MY LIST OF 
CONCERNS 
JUST GOT 
EVEN 
LONGER. 





PLUS, IT 
LOOKS LIKE 
NATSUO'S 
GONNA BE 
BUSY WITH 
HIS WRITING 
SOON. 


» S. 

fs- ffl 
» a' 



THEN THERE'S 
ALWAyS A CHANCE 
HE COULD JUMP 
IN FRONT OF A 
KNIFE AGAIN OR 
. SOMETHING... . 



BUT THAT 
KINDA THING 
DOESN'T 
EXACTLY DO 
MY MIND ANY 
FAVORS, 
Y'KNOW? . 















































































WHATBVBR! 




WE'RE DONE 


STABBED 

PROTECTING 

HER, 

RIGHT? 



HERE, SO I 
THINK IT'S 


























TIME FOR 


you TO 601 






IS youR 

SISTER THE 
LADY WHO 
WAS WITH 
you AT THE 
FRESHMEN 

PLAy? 


HANG 
ON A 









HM? 




yEAH, 

wHy? 
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HOW DID 
SERIZAWA- 
SAN LOOK 
ON HER 
WAV OUT? 



I'M 

SORRy. 

1 UM-.. 


MIGHT'VE 

SLIPPED 

UP. 



NO 

BUTS/ 


OH; C'MON. 
SERiZAWA 
JUST 
BROUGHT 
ME SOME 
FOOD. SHE 
WASN'T 
TRYING 
V TO- . 








■i.. 


ALSO 



LISTEN, 

BUSTER. 



^ WE'RE ' 
NOT 

BREAKING 
THE LAW 
OR ANY- 
. THING. . 



WHAT'S 

UP? 


WELL... 

IT'S 

PROB¬ 

ABLY 

OKAY. 











































































































yOUHAyBi 

TO PpX 
WHATB/Bf? 

. f. •., . •'• •<<.. 

I SAY,UNTIL 
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OH... 
I'M BUSY, 
ACTUALLY. 






WORK 


JUST 

SOME 

WRITING 

BUSI- 


NOW THAT 
I'M OUT 
OF THE 
HOSPITAL, 
I'VE REALLY 




GOTCHA. 
YOU LOST A 
TON OF TIME 
OVER THAT, 
AFTER ALL. 
WELL, GOOD 
LUCK, MAN. 


PLUGGING 
AWAY AT IT. 


AHH. 

FOR YOUR 
BOOK? 
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THANKS 
AGAIN FOR 
SETTING 
THIS UP 
FOR ME. 
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I'LL BE 
SURE TO 
BURN 

EVERYTHING 
INTO MY 
MEMORY. 
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SHE'S 
FINALLY 
HER OLD 
CHEERFUL 


AGAIN. 


I HAVE 
A LOT OF 
FREE TIME 
ON MY 
HANDS 
IN HERE. 
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.4.4 


I LIKE TO 
WORK OUT 
TO PRE¬ 
OCCUPY 
MYSELF. 


ACTUALLY, 
YOU LOOK 
A LITTLE 
BUFFER 
THAN 






























































M? 









WELL, I 
DON'T 
HAVE THE 
LUXURY 
OF DAILY 
BATHS. 


ARE YOU 
TRAINING 
TO GO PRO 
AFTER YOU 
GET OUT 
OR SOME¬ 
THING? 






I CiQW DO 
SliUGLt- 
jQPM 

PUSHUPS 

WOW/ 


o c 

.^Or^ 


NO, I JUST 
DO ENOUGH 
SO I DON'T 
WORK UP 
A SWEAT. 








TH£ 0TH£P 
Dfly, I GOT 
CH£W£D OUT 
BU TH£ GU/QPD 
FOP DOlWG 
H£/!|DST/!|WDS 

iw MU ceil. 





WW>*'V>< 






IT'S BEEN 
GETTING 
CHILLY AT 
NIGHT LATELY, 
RIGHT? 
GOTTA 
EXERCISE 
TO STAY 
WARM. 


I OPT 
TO TAKE 
SHOWERS 
INSTEAD. 
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THERE IS A 
TUB TO SOAK 
IN, BUT SINCE 
THEY SHUFFLE 
DOZENS OF US 
IN AT ONCE, THE 
WATER GETS SO 
FILTHY THAT I'D 
RATHER NOT 
USE IT AT ALL. 


I ONLY 
GET TO 
BATHE 
THREE 
DAYS A 
WEEK. 
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WELL, 

I'M SURE 
I'LL GET A 
SUSPENDED 
SENTENCE 
WHEN THE 
TRIAL 
ACTUALLY 
FINISHES, 
SO I JUST 
NEED TO 
HANG ON 
UNTIL 
THEN. 
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HINA-SAN IS 
THE WOMAN 
I WANTED 
TO MARRY, 
AND YOU'RE 
HER LITTLE 
BROTHER. 


BUT OF 
COURSE 
NOT.^ 







you ' 

REFUSE TO 
ADMIT you 
COMMITTED 
A CRIME? 


/o 


yOU'RE 
SAVING 
IT'S My 
FAULT? 






I'M NOT 
LIKE THE 
OTHER 
CRIMINALS 



SHOULDN'T 
BE LOCKED 
UR 


UC:dc 





^ THE \ 
POLICE 
INTERRO¬ 
GATED ME 
ON AND 
ON ABOUT 
WHETHER 
OR NOT I 
HAD INTENT 
TO KILL, ^ 



/A 


THEN 
YOU CAME 
OUT OF 
NOWHERE 
AND FELL 
ON THE 
KNIFE. 



IF YOU HADN'T 
JUMPED IN 
BACK THEN, 

I WOULDN'T 
BE IN HERE 
RIGHT NOW. 


IJUST 
WANTED TO 
SURPRISE HER 
A LITTLE AND 
TRY TO TALK 
THINGS OUT 
SINCE SHE 
WAS BEING SO 
STUBBORN. 
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THEN, 

IN youR 

MIND, 


PEOPLE 

WHO 

COMMIT 

CRIMES 

AND 

PEOPLE 

WHO 

DON'T... 


...ARE JUST 
FUNDAMEN¬ 
TALLY 

DIFFERENT? 
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HUH? 


GOOD. 

THE 

WOUND'S 

COM¬ 

PLETELY 

HEALED 

NOW. 


ARE YOU 
GOING 
SOME¬ 
WHERE, 
SENSEI? 


HOSPITAL 

Ul IU 7 


DOIN'? 


...WENT 
TO THE 
PRISON 
TODAY. 


COME 

BACK 


mm 


ASSS 


ii 


DEPENDS 
ON WHAT 
you NEED. 
LET'S 
HEAR IT. 

































































































































HE WAS 
SPEAKING 
CALMLY 
AND 
EVERY¬ 
THING. 






I FIGURED 
HE'D BE A 
LITTLE MORE 
HAGGARD 
FROM SITTING 
IN A CELL 
ALL DAY, 


BUT HE 
LOOKED 
PERFECTLY 
NORMAL. 
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REALIZED 
HE HADN'T 
CHANGED 
ATA 
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I CAN'T 
FORGIVE 
HIM FOR 
ATTACK¬ 
ING MY 


BUT IT'S 
NOT LIKE 
HE WAS 
AFTER ME 
IN THE 
FIRST 
PLACE. 
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AS THE 
ONE WHO 
GOT 

STABBED. 



J 




HOW DO 

you FEEL 

ABOUT 
WHAT HAP 
PENED? 



PEOPLE 

LIKE 

Hiyw 

ARE 

JUST- 
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DO you 

HATE HIM? 

WERE you 

SCARED 
OF HIM? 
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THANK you 
FOR ALLOWING 
MY STUDENT 
TO SIT DOWN 
WITH US ON 
SUCH SHORT 
NOTICE. . 
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WE JUST WISH 
WE COULD WIPE 
THE KILLER 
FROM OUR 
MINDS, LIKE 
TURNING OFF 
THE TV, 


%. 




r HAVE SO 
A^ANy GOOD 
MEMORIES 
OF My SON, 


r OFFER 

My SON 

HIM ONE 

LOVED 

EVERy 

PEARS. 

DAy WHEN 


THEy'RE IN 


SEASON. 
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WE USED TO 
GO PEAR 
PICKING AS 
A FAMILY. 
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BUT NO 
AMOUNT OF 
HATRED WILL 
BRING OUR 
SON BACK. 
IT WILL ONLY 
EAT AWAY 
AT OUR 
SOULS. 


WE CAN 
NEVER 
FORGIVE 
THE 
KILLER. 
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THEN 
AT LEAST 
I COULD 
PERSONALLY 
END THAT 
BASTARD'S 
PITIFUL 
EXISTENCE. 


• I HAVE 
NOTHING 
BUT 

HATE AND 
DISGUST 
FOR THAT 
SON OF 
A A BITCH. 


I ACTUALLY 
WISH THEY'D 
LET THE HIM 
OUT OF 
PRISON. 


JUST LIKE 
HE STOLE 
SAYAKA'S 
FUTURE 
FROM HER.^ 


WHEN I 
THINK 
ABOUT 
HOW 
SCARED 
SHE MUST 
HAVE 
BEEN... 


WHY SHOULD 
THE MAN WHO 
TRAMPLED 
ON M/ 

DAUGHTER'S 


HOW MUCH 
SHE JUST 
WANTED 
TO COME 
HOME, i...y 


^ THEY'LL BUT THE LAW 
USE WON'T GIVE 
"HUA\AN HIM THE 
RIGHTS" JUSTICE HE 
AS AN EX- DESERVES. 
CUSE TO 

PROTECT x / 

. HIM. /V / 


BOTH 

FAMILIES LOST 
A CHILD IN 
ASSAULT AND 
ROBBERY 
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AND 

PART OF IT 
PROBABLY 
STEMS 
FROM SELF- 
DEFENSE 
INSTINCTS. 
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YOU'LL OTHER- 

JUST WISE, 
END UP 

WITH A J 

SHALLOW 
PIECE. / 



4 4 4^ * * * * * 4 4 4 4 w\ 4 W* * * * * 4 4 4 4 4 4 ***** 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 ***** 4 •44444*****» 

♦ •♦'•* ♦ Vl*4 *4 'X %%•♦•♦• ♦' 

V S •V* S S % S%%'•V* *4 *4 *4 *4 S %%%'♦'♦'♦%%% *4 S % S S% •♦•♦'^V ♦% ♦ 

*4 

%%'4'4V4*4*4%*4%%%V4’4V4* •*.♦.♦.%%%%•♦••*•*•* 4*^.♦.%%%%•♦ 

*••%%% S ^4^ 4^ 4^ *•*••••%%%% S^4'4'4^ *•*••••%%%% •4^4'4^ 4^ *•*••••% • 


'.♦ / 4*. ♦ »♦•♦•♦4 ♦. *4 S ♦ A* / ♦ ♦•♦•♦4 ♦. 

/ 4* »♦ ♦ ♦•♦•♦4 *4 *4 S *4 V 4'4* .♦ ♦ ♦•♦•♦4 ♦ . 
4'4'4'4*4*y4SSS%%%'4'4'4*4*y % 4 
4'4'4'4*4*A.*.S%%%'4'4'4* ^ 

5555*H'^''<::5' 


♦• V 4* »♦ »♦•♦•♦4 *4 *4 S W4* 4^»* »♦•♦•♦4 *4 S *4 V^4'4 
4* 4*yy4 *4 %%*4^4' 4* 4*yy4 *4 % % S V 

4* 4* 4* 4*«V» S S % 4V 4*«V» S S S S*4'4 


4*4*yy4’ 

4*4*y^4’ 


♦4 S VW 4* 4* »♦»♦•♦•♦4 *4 S VW 4*»V»♦•♦•♦4 *4 S VS%% 
VSS* 4* 4* »♦ ♦♦•♦•V *4 S VSS* 4* ♦♦•♦•V *4 S VW4 

4* 4* 4* 4V«S S S 4* 4'4'4V«S S S SSS% 

♦4 *4 *4 S W4* 4* 4* »Vy4 *4 S S VSV 4* 4* 4*y.V ♦ 

« SSS*Nv^4*4V«SSSVNV4*4'4*«V^ 



THEY LET 
SENSATION¬ 
ALISM AND 
CURIOSITY 
GET THE 
BETTER 
OF THEM, 


WHENEVER 
AN ATROCITY 
HAPPENS, 
PEOPLE 
ALWAYS TAKE 
AN INTEREST 
IN THE 
PBRPBTRA- 
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THINKING 
IN TERMS 
OF THE 
CRIME AS 
A WHOLE, 



you HAVE 
TO GIVE EQUAL 
ATTENTION TO 
THE THOUGHTS 
AND FEELINGS 
OF BOTH 
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I DON'T 
THINK... 


THERE'D 
BE ANY 

MERCy 

EITHER 
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YEAH? 

THEN 

WHY'RE 

you 

HIDING 

IT? 


yUKA! 
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WHy ARE 
you SO 
SUR¬ 
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...THERE'S 
A CHANCE 
THAT THIS IS 
PART OF THE 
EQUATION 
TOO. 
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COULD 
IT BE? 
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THAT'S 

USUALLY 

HOW 


ON 

TOP OF 
THAT... 


STORIES 

PLAY 

OUT. 
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FUJII-KUN'S 

GIRLFRIEND 


MIND IF 
I TAKE 
A BATH 
FIRST? 


AAH/ 
WHAT A 
CLIFF- 
HANGER/ 
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AS SS 


BUT I ^ 
FIGURE 
GOING 
WOULD 
PROBABLY 
BE THE 
BEST THING 
FOR MY 
FUTURE. . 


THERE'S 
STILL A 
TON ON 
MY MIND, 
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J I KNOW 

HOW 

TORN you 

WERE 

ABOUT 

IF THAT'S ,T 

WHAT you 

WANT, ; 

THEN I'LL y 

SUPPORT f — 

you. / / 






IN THAT 


SURE, NO 
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I'LL TRY TO 
LOOK UP AS 
A\ANY COOK¬ 
ING TERMS 
AS r CAN 
FOR YOU. 
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LIKE 

COOKING, 
LAUNDRY, 
HELPING 
HIM BRAIN¬ 
STORM... 


I KNOW 
YOU'LL 
PROBABLY 
DO STUFF 
FOR HIM IN 
MY PLACE. 
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THAT'S 

OKAY. 




PROMISE & DEPARTURE 



































































THAT 
WAS 
KINDA 
BITCHV 
OF ME. 
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NO, 

THANKS. 
THE TUB'S 
TOO 
SMALL 
FOR TWO 
, PEOPLE. 


C'MOOOH), 
IT'LL Be 
FUM/JUST 
LIKE WHeU 

we wepe 

KIDS/ 



I KWOWI 
WHVI DOW'T 

we TflKe 

A BATH 

ToceTHep? 

VOU CAU 
TCLL Me 
evepyTHiwG 

THAT'S 0« 
VIOUP MIUD. 


DOW'T \ 
SWeAT IT/ 
IT'S BeTTep 
TO 6eT THIW6S 
OFpyoup 
CHeST THAW 
BOTTLe 
evePMTHIWG 

k UP. / 
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AAAi 


LW^?5?22r, 


NAH, JUST 
WORKING 
ON MV 
WRITING. 


LOOK 
WHO 
IT IS/ 


I SWEAR; 
you PRACTI¬ 
CALLY LIVE IN 
THE LIBRARY 
THESE DAYS. 


OH, YEAH 
YOU'RE 
PUTTING 
OUT A 
BOOK, 
HUH? 


mm 


NOT TOO 
BAD, BUT 
IT'S TAKING 
ME FOREVER 
TO DO 
RESEARCH. 


I CAN'T 
WAIT/ 
HOW'S IT 
COMING 
ALONG? 
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LOOKS LIKB 
'^OU'Ve GOT 
fVeiU MOPE 
OM '^OUP 
PLATE lUOW. 
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Keep 


mine 


Tap to vievJ. 
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DON'T 

PUSH 

yOURSELF 

JUST 

'CAUSE 

youR 

TUMMy'S 

HEALED. 


WORRy THE 
CLUB TOO 
MUCH. I'M 
SURE WE'LL 
BE FINE WITH 
HANA-SEMPAI 
ON BOARD. 































































































































































AS*. 


REMEM¬ 

BER 

THIS 

PLACE? 
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WHO CARES IF 
YOU'RE GOOD 
OR NOT? YOU 
KNOW WHAT 
THEY SAY, IT'S 
ALL ABOUT 
‘SINGING FROM 
THE HEART/' 
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YEAH 
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I DUNNO 
HOW 

WELL FLL 
DO, BUT 


ISN'T 

THIS SONG 
PRETTY NEW? 
I THOUGHT 
YOU ONLY 
LISTENED 
TO OLDIES. 


I'VE 

BEEN 

GETTING 

INTO 

NEWER 

MUSIC 

LATELY. 


5© 


JfliUSEPiJO 

think^Modern 

L 1^;* - * * • v A 

p/V\USIG';WAS 

®^UST!^A*BUNGH 


SINGE WE 
STARTED 
GOING I 


SUPERf^lGIAD; 

IGARBAGEg 

lESPEGIAllLyJ 

LOVEsSONGS. 


rVE KINDA 
FOUND A NEW 
APPREGIATION 
FOR THESE 
KINDS OF 
45IJ/RIGS. 
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THERE'S 
SOME¬ 
WHERE 
I WANNA 
TAKE you. 




SPEAKING 
OF MEM¬ 
ORABLE 
SPOTS. 







fmv. _ 



NOT TOO 
SHABBY. 
SOT ME 
RIGHT 
IN THE 
TICKER. 
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DON'T WE 


i;{*f 
fWV: 

^ xxri'*^ : 
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OUT TO¬ 
GETHER? 
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I LIKE 
THE NEW 
ANTHOLOGy 
COVER. 

IT'S REALLY 
EYE-CATCHING 
AND MAKES 
YOU WANNA 
PICK IT UP. 


THESE 
ARE THE 
ALUMNI WHO 
GRADUATED 
JUST 
BEFORE 
YOU ALL 
JOINED. 


IT WAS 
THE 

YOUNGER 
MEMBERS' 
IDEA. THEY 
SAID IT'D 
GIVE US A 
"LITERA¬ 
TURE 
VIBE." 
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unfortunately, 


WE ALSO HAD 


TO RELEASE A 


c<V, ^ 







bl-themed book 


AS PER THEIR 


REQUEST... 


YEAH. THE 
UNDERCLASS 
MEN HAVE 
BEEN REALLY 
PROACTIVE IN 
USING THEIR 
STRENGTHS 
FOR THE GOOD 
OF THE CLUB. 



LOOKS 
LIKE THE 
FUTURE 
OF THE 
CLUB'S 
SECURED. 
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WE'RE 
ONLY JUST 
GETTING 
STARTED. 


THIS 

IS 

NOTH 

ING. 


Cl ^ 
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THANK you 
FOR TAKING 
TIME OUT OF 

youR Busy 

SCHEDULE 
TO VISIT 
ME IN THE 
HOSPITAL. 


«*A 







WELL, I 
THOUGHT 
I SHOULD 
PLAy ALONG, 
SEEING AS 
I'M THE 
CLUB 
ADVISOR 
I AND ALL. 


^-1 »i I !• I *• ’ V 
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BUT FM 
GLAD 
TO SEE 
yOU'RE 
WELL. 





• ♦ 4 ♦ ♦ 
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FROM WHAT 
TSUTAVA-SAN 
TELLS ME, 
IT SOUNDS 
LIKE YOU'LL 
BE ABLE TO 
USE THIS 
EXPERIENCE 
IN YOUR 



SO, HOW 
HAS YOUR 
WRITING 
BEEN 
GOING? 


YOU DIDN'T 
HAVE TO GET 
ME A THANK 
YOU GIFT, 
YOU KNOW. 
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AND TOGEN- 
SENSEI LET 
ME SIT IN 
ON SOME 
INTERVIEWS 
WITH HIM, 


nl 




YEAH. 
ACTUALLY, 
THE OTHER 
DAY, I VISITED 
THE MAN WHO 
STABBED ME 
IN PRISON. 


SO I'M 
PRETTY 


^ WE'RE ^ 
PLANNING 
ON OPENING 
A NEW 
BRANCH, ^ 
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^ SO I'M ^ 
GOING 
OVERSEAS 
TO DO SOME 
ON-THE-JOB 
TRAINING 
SOON. , 





^rtr:rHi!::;SSr:*H:::SS';r:rH:::SSS::rHi!^SS::rk 



N * «• M . 

jsL'''"!."N2'5- 



I'M SURE 
THAT'LL BE AN 
EYE-OPENING 
EXPERIENCE 
IN AAANY 
WAYS. 
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you 

TOTALLy 
HAD THE 
WRONG 
IDEA 
BACK 
THEN. 


WELL, 
GIVEN 
THE SIT¬ 
UATION, 

CAN you 

REALLV 

BLAME 

ME? 


you 

THOUGHT 
I TOLD 
ALI'D 
GO OUT 
WITH HIM, 
DIDN'T 

you? y 


J*X< 


**SV«^«*«*«SSSS 

S%V4*.♦.sv 


SO MUCH 
HAS HAP¬ 
PENED. 
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I FEEL LIKE 
you MIGHT CRY 
YOURSELF TO 
SLEEP EVERY 
NIGHT WHILE 
I'M GONE. 
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ONCE 
TM OVER 
THERE, I'LL 
PROBABLY 


SWAMPED, I 
WON'T EVEN 
HAVE TIME 
TO CRY. 


I'LL BE 
JUST 
FINE, 
THANK 
YOU/ 
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YEAH, 
RIGHT. 
SAYS THE 



• *4 4 



\EVEN IF 
^WE'RE 
HUNDREDS 
Ol-i MILES 
l&^PART, / 
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I WANTED 
TO GET 
SOME¬ 
THING,,. 
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THEY 
FORM 
A FULL 
MOON 
TOGETH¬ 
ER. 
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WE'LL 
ALWAYS BE 
TOGETH¬ 
ER. 


THAT 

WAY, 
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BUT YOU'D 
JUST HAVE 
TO TAKE IT 
OFF WHEN 
YOU COOK, 
RIGHT? 


THOUGHT 

ABOUT 

GETTING 
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WITH A 

NECKLACE, I 
FIGURED YOU 
COULD WEAR 
IT UNDER YOUR 
UNIFORM OR 
SOMETHING. 
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NEVER 


YOUR 

SIDE. 
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I KNOW HER 
COWORKERS 
WILL BE WITH 
HER, BUT I 
HOPE SHE'LL 
BE ALL RIGHT 
ON HER OWN. 


IT'S 

GONNA 

BE 

LONELY 

AROUND 

HERE, 

HUH? 


YEAH 
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I ms SWEAT¬ 
ING BULLETS 
WHEN THEY 
DROPPED THE 
DEADLINE ON 
ME OUT OF 
NOWHERE, 
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THINGS 

HAVE 

BEEN 


«««> 


I TBSTIFIBD AT 
TANABB-SAN'S 
TRIAL, FORBSTBR 
HBLD THBIR 
MBIJI U FBST/VAL 
PLAY... 






A SW 


AV. 


juuiji«ueto^ 


TO GET BY AT 
WORK WHILE 
WRESTLING 
WITH COMMU¬ 
NICATING IN 
ENGLISH. 
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CHAPTER 199: AFTER THE FESTIVAL 
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4/VD /vow; 
I'Ni FINALLY 
FREE FROM 
WRITING 
HELL. 


MEANWHILE, 
rVE BEEN 
mKING A 
A\AD DASH 
TO FINISH MY 
STORY FOR 
MY UPCOMING 
BOOK. 



BUT WHV'D 
THE DEAD¬ 
LINE GET 
BUMPED UP 
ALL OF A 
SUDDEN? 



i 


NO SWEAT. 
IT ACTUALLY 
HELPED 
ME FOCUS 
SOLELY ON 
MY WRITING. 




s • .•': r-r-r-\- •. '->; 




THANKS 

FOR 

CRANKING 
IT OUT SO 
QUICKLY. 


I'D 

HONESTLY 
WANTED TO 
GIVE YOU 
MORE TIME, 
BUT THERE 
WAS A 
CHANGE OF 
PLANS. 
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IT SEEMS 
YOUR NEW 
STORY HERE 
STRUCK 
QUITE A 
CHORD 
WITH HIM. 



VA ^ 


HE MIGHT 
EVEN BE 
WILLING TO 
BOOST THE 
NUMBER OF 
COPIES FOR 
THE FIRST 
RUN. 



THE 

EDITOR- 

IN- 

CHIEF? 




EDITOR- 

IN- 

CHIEF'S 

ORDERS 


HE REALLY 
WANTS TO 


THE BOOK 
OUT BY THE 
END OF 
THE YEAR. 
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SOT you 

GRINNING 
LIKE A 
WEIRDO? 


TOTALLV. 


DID you 

HAVE 

ASEXy 

DREAM 

OR 

SOME¬ 

THIN'? 


t'Ti 


mmm 
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OH) FimiSH- 


111)6 VOUP 


MAIUU- 


SCPIPT/ 







SUBMITTED 
My AAANU- 
SCRIPT TO 
MV EDITOR 
TODAY. 
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DOING M/ 
LAUNDRy, 
BRINGING 
ME GRO- 


THANKS 
FOR ALL 
yOUR HELP, 
HINA-NEE. 


I COULDN'T 
HAVE 

MADE THE 
DEADLINE 
WITHOUT 


EVERy- 

THING.,. 


BUT I'M 
KINDAON 

THE CLOCK thanks, 
RIGHT NOW, 

SO IF you > 

COULD _/ 

JUST REEL / 

IT IN A / 
LITTLE... / 






HE SAID THE 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
HAS HIGH HOPES 
FOR IT, AND HE 
MIGHT EVEN UP 
THE NUMBER OF 
COPIES FOR 
THE FIRST 
EDITION. > 
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EASY, 
HINA-NEE. 
WORK, RE¬ 
MEMBER? 


AAH. 

SORRY 

I JUST 
CAN'T 
HELP IT/ 
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YEAH 



THEY WERE 
IN THE 
SCHOOL 
FESTIVAL 
PLAY 


ARE 

THEY 

FROM 

YOUR 

CLUB? 



fv»XsssV' 




.'Mi. 




% I 
!! !♦!♦!♦!♦!♦! 




* ^VISS* 
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FOC TAKIID6 
SUCH GOOD 


CAHe OF 
My LITTL£ 
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WEL 
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you 

SOUND 
MORE 
LIKE MY 
MOM-.. / 































































































HE SENT ME 
A TEXT SAYING 
HE FINISHED 
HIS NOVEL, SO 
I THOUGHT 
I'D DROP BY 
AFTER WORK 
TO CONGRATU¬ 
LATE HIM. 


RY. 

•RASSEb 
lorJT of 

lENbS, 
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HAVE A 
DRINK? 
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ALRIGHjy/ 

HERE^S 
TO A JOB 
WELL DONE 
ON THE 
SCHOOL 
FESTIVAL 






.^^ w . 


DOIU'T 
SWCflT IT/ 
' 40 U HAD 
'iOUB HAUDS 
FULL WITH 

youp 

L BOOK/ / 


HOW 
GOOD 
ARE WE 
TALKING 


SAYS THE 
GIRL WHO 
WROTE THE 
SCRIPT AND 
A SHORT 
STORY FOR 
A LITERARY 
CONTEST AT 
THE SAME 
TIME. 


SORRY I 
COULDN'T 
HELP 
MUCH 
THIS 
TIME. 


I'M GLAD 
WE HAD 
A GOOD 
TURNOUT 
AGAIN THIS 
YEAR. 


PROBABLY 
THE THIRD 
BEST IN THE 
HISTORY OF 
THE CLUB. 
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I MADE 
A PHOTO 
ALBUM 
FROM THE 
FESTIVAL. 
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HUH? 
SERI- 
ZAWA'S 
NOT IN 
THE 
PHOTO. 


(-W- 


^ I 


AH, 

SHOVE IT. 
S'NOT LIKE 
I WANTED 
TO WEAR 
V IT. / 


. 1 /^ 


— / V 


SEEING 
you IN A 
CHINESE 


FM I 
SHOCKED 
IT DIDN'T 
BURST 
AT THE 
SEAMS. I 


ALWAYS 

CRACKS 


TSUZURA 





WELL, 


REALLY 

BLAME 


Hi 





WHY'D 

you EVEN 



you 

DIDN'T 
SELL THE 
SHOW AT 
ALL? 



MiyABI WAS 
HIDING 
BEHIND THE 
SCHOOL. 



SAY 
WHAT 
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I'D AT LEAST 




GET TO WEAR 


SOMETHING 
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A LITTLE 


COOLER. 


I mi 
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NUMBER 


ONE.TSU- 

ZURA! 


ALL RIGHT. 


f 


NEXT. WE'LL 


DECIDE OUR 


RIGHT 


OFF THE 


BAT?! 







COSPLAY PR 


CREW. 







MAYBE IT'S A 


• t 
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COSTUME THEY 
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, A DRESS? 

/ / . < / ■ 


GOOD 


OR MAYBE A 


PASTPLAY^ 



THING WE 


YEAH. IT’D 


BOTH GOT 



UNIFORM? 


BE PRETTY 
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EMBARRASS- 


PICKED, 


INC TO WALK 


HUH? 


AROUND IN A 



COSTUME ALL 


BY MYSELF. 
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THERE’S 



NOWAY 
I’M SELLING 






I’D RATHER 


BE CAUGHT 


DEADTHAN 


BESEEM 




DRESSED 


LIKE THIS! 
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IF EVERYONE 


LAUGHS AT ME 



LIKE YOU JUST 
DID, I’LL BE SO 
EMBARRASSED 




I COULD JUST 
DIE! 
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WHAT 
GOOD'S 
WEARIN' A 
COSTUME 

IF you 

DON'T 
GET A FEW 
LAUGHS? 
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SERIZAWA'S 
ROLE SOT 
THE MOST 
COMMENTS 
IN THE 
SURVEYS 
TOO. 
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NO 

KID¬ 

DING, 


SHE 


PRETiy 
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MUCH 


STOLE 




THE 


SHOW. 
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WHAT'S 

UP? 
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^ ACTUALLY ^ 
I HAVE A HOT 
PIECE OF NEWS 
THAT JUST 
CAME IN TODAY 
r GUESS NOW'S 
AS GOOD TIME 
AS ANY TO 
V SHARE IT. / 


' YOU REALLY 
MADE THE 
ROLE OF A 
DOWNTRODDEN 
WOAAAN TORN 
BY LOVE FOR 
THE PROTAG¬ 
ONIST YOUR 
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SOMEONE 
FROM A PRO¬ 
FESSIONAL 
ACTING 
TROUPE CAME 
TO SCOUT 
SERIZAWA. 


W<* 
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YEAH/ you 
WERE SO 
CONVINCING, 
EVEN r WAS 
THINKING "DO 
SOMETHING, 
HERO/" AND 
I WROTE THE 
DAMN THING. 
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I'M NOT 


^ .A 


SURPRISED. 




%yOUR PER¬ 


FORMANCE 


WASJREALLY 


LIFELIKE. 
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W-WELL, I - 
WOULDN'T 
HAVE BEEN 
ABLE TO PLAY 
THE ROLE 
NEARLY AS 
WELL,.. 


...IF IT 
WASN'T 
FOR YOU, 

FUJII- / 

KUN. MuTTER 
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HEY, FUJII/ 
you 'N' 
yOUR GIRL 
ARE DOIN' 
THE LONG¬ 
DISTANCE 
THING 
RIGHT NOW, 
RIGHT? 


SV«^ 


C'MON, 
LET'S HIT 
THE RED- 
LIGHT 
DISTRICT/ ^ 


NOT 

HAPPEN 

ING. 


FUJII- 

KUN/ 


:??S5 


Vi^ 






ARE 

you 

GOING 

HOME 

NOW? 


THAT 
WAS THE 
PLAN. 


SERI- 

ZAWA? 


TALK 

AB 
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STARTING 


CHILLY AT 
NIGHT, 
HUH? 
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y'KNOw, r 

WATCHED 
FROM THE 
AUDIENCE 
THIS TIME, 
BUT I GOTTA 
SAy, THE 
PLAy WAS 
REALLy 
POLISHED. 


I STILL FEEL ^ 
BAD THAT I 

WAS TOO Busy 
TRYING TO 
MAKE MY DEAD¬ 
LINE TO HELP 
OUT MUCH. 

I BARELY DID 
ANYTHING FOR 
THE SECOND 
HALF OF PRO¬ 
DUCTION. j 


I WISH 
MY GIRL¬ 
FRIEND 
COULD'VE 


'AW/A 
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' BUT ON 
THE NEWS, 
THEY SAID 
you WERE 
STABBED 
PROTECTING 

youR 

"OLDER 
SISTER'7 



WHICH 
MEANS THE 
THREE OF 
you ARE 


RIGHT? 





TALKING 

IN youR 

ROOM, 


in **% ^ 

♦S %V ♦ W 
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mf 


SHE SAID 
THE LADY 
WHO WAS 
ATTACKED 
WAS HER 
S’ 
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I DUNNO 

/WAYBE 

WHY IT TOOK 

I JUST 

ME SO LONG 

DIDN'T 

TO CONNECT 

WANT TO 

THE DOTS. IT 

ACCEPT 

SHOULD'VE 

IT... 
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BEEN 

OBVIOUS. 
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FROM MY 
FATHER'S 
SECOND 
MARRIAGE. 
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youR 


DO youR 
PARENTS 
KNOW 

ABOUT yOUR 
RELATION- 


WE'RE NOT 
BLOOD- 
RELATED. 


UUP 

COULD 
EVEN GET 
MARRIED 
IF WE 
WANTED 
TO. 


ARE you 

OKAY WITH 
THAT? 


IF PEOPLE 
WANNA TALK 
ABOUT US 
BEHIND OUR 
BACKS. . 


THEN 
WE'LL 
JUST 
HAVE 
TO LIVE 
WITH IT. 


I REALIZE OUR 
RELATIONSHIP 
ISN'T EXACTLY 
''KOSHER." 


rn^RUL 

THAT'S ALL 
iTHERE IS 
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IT'S NOT 
LIKE I 
WANT JO 
LIE TO 
EVERY¬ 
ONE 


I I 
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.WOULD 

I’.you 












































































ilVl 






iNs'A'V .V'«V* 


\V.wv' 

W.^ 

W>^' 


*1 

S?atiSDS 


. S •♦%••*✓•• fV* s sv 

:V:;S555SSJ:W« 






** w »♦♦♦•♦• ♦•♦•♦♦ vXv 


fK;: 




MIND IF= I 

ASK you 

ONE MORE 
THING? 


555;: 


5555 

♦V**.' 


OH. YOU’VE 
GOT JO BE 
KIDDING 
MEI YOU'RE 
TWO- 




I SWEAR I 
WAS NEVER 
WITH BOTH 
OF THEM AT 
THE SAME 
TIME/ 


' I GOT 
DUMPED, 
THEN ME AND 
RUI STARTED 
DATING A 
WHILE AFTER 
THAT. i 


ONLY ABLE 

ARE you 

PA^AIL^ ^ 
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BUT you 


MADE A 
PASS AT 
BOTH OF 
THEM?/ 


m, 1 

WOULDN'T 
PUT IT 
THAT WAY 
EITHER/ 




WE HAVE A 1 
FEW FRIENDS 
WHO KNOW 
ABOUT OUR 
RELATION¬ 
SHIP, i 


BUT WE STILL 
HAVEN'T 
MUSTERED UP 
THE COURAGE 
TO COME OUT 
TO EVEPyONE, 
y'KNOW? . 
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Preppingfor 
tomorrow took 
forever... 





It was pretty busy 
tonight for a 
weekday, huh? 


Apparently, some 
famous Youtuber 
plugged the 
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restaurant. 




Gotcha. 
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Thanks. My 
bed’s always 
apen. 




ib « 


!5CX 






\ , . 


Ah ha ha! Oh. 

I wish I could've 
seen the look on 
Miguel's facel 


• ♦ 


tasked you how to say 
"thanks for your help,” 
but you taught me... 
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Oh,yeah.Aboutthat 
Spanish you taught me 
yesterday, Daniela... 


Thanks for 
pulling a fast 
one on me! 

























































I 


I 



vwwvvvvw 
















v.w. 


>;::?!¥!?W 5 ftWryr>> 




► ►►♦►♦♦<««* 

!;55555%:v 

iinm^yyA* 

• rrrrr^*%%%% 

,»,v*v** •*.♦.♦.♦ 




vssss 




iil 

:% 5 ?::?:S^ 

%*<*<*<*<*<*<’<S 

%*<*<*<*<*<*<S’i 

::55iJ:55::^ 

»!»!►!»!»!►!•!•! 


OFF EARLY 
TONIGHT. 
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Heythere 
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I’ve been 
waiting for 
you,hon. 


Nice to 
meet you 


I had him over 
since it’s my 
day off. 


As you can see. 
things were just 
getting spicy. 
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Mind if we have the 
apartment for a while? 
Sorry, Rui. 
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WHAT'RE 
you DOING 
OUT HERE? 
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IDIOT 




My ROOM¬ 
MATE'S 
GETTING IT 
ON WITH HER 
BOypRlEND 


TING 

WHAT 

ON? 


ANVWAV, 

I NEED TO 
KILL TIME 
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I WENT TO ^ 
THE STORE 
TO SEE IF 
THEY HAD ANV 
INGREDIENTS 
I COULD 
EXPERIMENT 


MOST 


NOW. HOW 

ARE you 

GONNA KILL 
TIME? 


LOOK AT 
you, MR. 
FOOD 
SCIEN¬ 
TIST. 


I WAS JUST 
WONDERING 
THAT. 
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WANNA 
CATCH A 
MOVIE? 
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Damn it! 


What am I 
doing wrong?! 




IS 

JUST 

SILLY 
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I'M SUR¬ 
PRISED 
I COULD 
FOLLOW 
ALONG. 


V THAT WAS 
THE FIRST 
MOVIE 
I'VE SEEN 
HERE. 


THAT 

COD THEY 
USED IN 
THE LAST 
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THAT JUST 
SHOWS 
YOU'VE GOT¬ 
TEN USED 
TO HEARING 
ENGLISH. 






THAT'S 

youR 

COM¬ 

PLAINT? 
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Tokiya? Tokiya’s 
with you? Bring 
him over too! 


No. I bumped 
into Kajita 
outside, so... 


WHO 
IS IT? 
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Drinks? 

I’m still a minor, 
you know. 


Oh, right... 
Well, there's ginger 
aLe too! C'mon! 
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It must be freez¬ 
ing outside. What 
are you up to? 
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I GUESS 
SHE WANTS 
TO DRINK 
TOGETHER 


DAN¬ 
IEL A. 




..V ..... 


I just got out 
of a movie. 
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A movie? 
By yourself? 
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Cheers! 


Sorry to boggart the 
apartment like that. 


I’ll bring you a nice 
pie sometime to 
make up for it. 
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He’s asking if 
we can Skype.. 





What’d he send? 
"I love you”? 







HELLO? 

RUI? 
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I'M REALLY 
GLAD I 
INTRODUCED 
HIM TO 
TOGEN- 
SENSEI. 


_SENSEI'S 

GUID- 

_J ANCE 

^ HAD A 

PART IN 
LET'S IT, EH? 
INCLUDE y 

IT IN THE - 
BOOK p I 
AS IS. 


HUH? 

ALREADY? 


BEING A 
LITTLE 
HASTY, 
AREN'T- 


CHIEF, 


r ALREADY 
HAD THEM 
DRAFT UP A 
COVER AND 
BELLY-BAND. 
TAKE A 


DUNNO 

ABOUT 

THIS 


BOOK'S 

GONNA 


TELL 
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/'KNOW, 

TSUTAVA 


EVEN I'LL 
ADMIT 
FUJll-KUN'S 
GOT 
TALENT. 


v\v 


I'M NOT 
TRyiN' TO 
SELL IT 
THIS WAV 
JUST TO 
MAKE A 
QUICK 
BUCK. 
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( NOWADAYS, 
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IF A NO-NAME 

HONEY 

AUTHOR JUST 

IT UP A p j| 

PUTS OUT A 

LITTLE ft 

BOOK, THEY'RE 

AND b 

LUCKY TO 

PEOPLE \iA 

REACH EVEN 

SWARM 

THE 1000s 

LIKE / \ 

\ IN SALES. , 

FLIES. / \ 
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THINK 

ABOUT 

IT. 




BUT THAT 
TALENT WILL 
NEVER GET OUT 
THERE UNLESS 
PEOPLE PICK 
UP HIS BOOK. 
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ISN'T IT 
OUR JOB 
TO MAKE 
SURE 
AUTHORS' 
WORK... 


IN A WORLD 
WHERE 

PUBLISHERS ARE 
CONSTANTLY 
PUMPING OUT 


NEW AUTHORS, 


...REACHES 
AS MANY 
PEOPLE AS 
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DON'T YOU 
THINK WE 
SHOULD USE 
WHATEVER WE 
CAN TO SET HIS 
WORK APART 
FROM THE 
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I KNOW 
RUI WOULD 
NEVER DO 
ANYTHING 
BEHIND MY 




WELL, 

DUH. 

THEY'RE 


irs JUST 

KINDA UN¬ 
SETTLING, 
Y'KNOW? 
IRRITATING 


NOT TO 
MENTION HER 
COWORKER'S 
THIS 

CLEAN-CUT 
DUDE WITH 
CHISELED 


' IT'S LIKE 
THIS INDE¬ 
SCRIBABLE 
ANGST HAS 
MY HEART 
IN A CHOKE- 
HOLD/ , 




^55y::?5 


sw 


mmm 

' r 








, kS 


* 1 




i 8 m\^ 


5 aMk\ 



































































































< > 


ALL THE ' 
GIRLS 
RUNNING 
STALLS CUTE 
AND SUNNY. 
IT REALLY 
yV\ADE THE 
FESTIVAL 
WARM AND 
WELCOMING. 
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OH, UH.,. 
THANKS 
FOR 

COMING. 
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CAN'T GET 
THAT AT MY 
SCHOOL. 

WE'VE 
GOT WAY 
TOO MANY 
DUDES. 
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ARE WORTH 


ABOUT AS 


MUCH AS 


THIS NOSE 
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YOU &H 



ANP NOW 


TO LIVE THE 


COLLEGE 


YOU WANNA 



BITCH TO 


HAIR, ASS- 



ME ABOUT 


YOUR GIRL- 
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MAYBE 
YOU'LL STOP 
ACTING LIKE 
SUCH A 
NANCY IF I 
GIVE YOU A 
NOSE HAIR 
TRANSPLANT, 
HUH?/ . 
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SOMEONE 
you CAN 
ALWAYS TURN 
TO WHEN 
you NEED 
TO TALK, 
y'KNOW? , 


YOU'RE 
LUCKY 
TO HAVE 
SUCH A 
GREAT 


FRIEND. 
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WHAT? 
you'PC... 
SMAa. 
MflTSUO- 
KUUF 


V ;l 


DON'T 
WORRY 
ABOUT IT. 
HE WAS JUST 
GRUMBLING 
ABOUT 
HIS OWN 
SAMLLNBSS, 
IF YOU KNOW 
WHAT I 
MEAN. 




I KNOW 
HOW 
WE CAN 
BECOME 
EVEN 
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SHE ASKED 
ME TO SET 
you TWO 
UP AFTER I 
TOLD HER 

you GO TO 

TOKyo U. 
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I THINK 
I'LL HAVE 
A LITTLE 
SOME¬ 
THING 
FROM 
THE TOP 
SHELF 


THEN, IN 
HONOR OF 
FUMiyA- 
KUN'S 
FUTURE 
LOVE 
ENDEAV¬ 
ORS, 
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I THINK 
you HAD 
A LI'L TOO 
MUCH, 


THERE'S 
BEEN SO 
MUCH GOOD 
NEWS 
LATELY. 
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STORY'S 
AND IT all done, 
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so GLAD 
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FRIEND./ 
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OH, YEAH. 
ANY IDEA 
WHEN YOUR 
BOOK'S 
COMING 
OUT? 
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NOT GET 
AHEAD 
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WHeH) IT'S 




FIMAtW OUT, 


THEY SAID 
THEY WANNA 
PUSH IT 
OUT SOME 
TIME NEXT 
MONTH. 


YEAH 
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WAIT/ 
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WITH 
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FOR 

PICKING 
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BRAIN SO 
MUCH. 
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I CAN'T 
EVEN 
IMAGINE 
HOW 
SCARED 
YOU 
MUST'VE 
BEEN. 
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I STILL 
FEEL BAD 
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A CHANCE 
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WHERE THIS 
WE WENT 
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y'KNOW, THE 
PATH'S A LOT 
SHORTER 
THAN I 
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PACKED 
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WHAT'S 
UP? 


IT'S 
NOTHING/ 
C'MON, 
LET'S 
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ACTING 
WEIRD 
TONIGHT, 
HINA-NEE 




p 

1 ' 

1 

1 

iS i. 

1 

• 

' 1 









RIC,HT, 

RICtHT! 

hooK, 

FAHMUf, 

)At>t>A 

yAl>l>A 

yAl>l>A. 













fy. 






i ' 






......w.-., , 


. 






















•.. 











I GUESS I 
HAD ONE 
TOO MANy. 
THAT'S ALL./ 
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JUST A 
LITTLE 
TIPSy/ 





































































































ZEE2EE^B5 




'•AV 


THAT 

STARTLED 

ME/ 


m: 


»sss 


»sss 


THE LEAST 
IT COULD 
DO IS MEOW 


SORRY 
TO GRAB 
ONTO YOU 
ALL OF A 
SUD... 
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...AFTER WHAT 
HAPPENED, IT'S 
ONLY NATURAL 
YOU'D STILL BE 
TRAUMATIZED. 
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I'M SURE 
IT'S HARD 
ENOUGH 
JUST 
GETTING 
BY DAY 
TO DAY. 
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BEEN 

ACTING LIKE 
EVERYTHING'S 
ALL RIGHT 
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DON'T WANT 
ANYONE AT 
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WORK TO 
. WORRY. . 
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WHENEVER 
YOU NEED 
TO TALK, 
I'M ALWAYS 
WILLING TO 
LISTEN. 


/ 


/ 


♦V* 


;:;:::55i;SfS!!!:;:S«l:|:SSSS:iS;«l:SSSS338?JS:SS!S3S.... 

V*\'SSSS% V** ••••.♦.♦•S*^SS%W****.*.*^*.S*^%%W****v* vw**** 

.'.'.SSSS%%%V*'**.*^SS%%%V*******V*SS%V*V*******V*SS%%V ••••>* 

«SS!?iiS 538 !l 5 ^i 38 «^g|i«* 








^ssss^ 

♦^•vss^^ 




^.♦.♦♦SSV*%W****.*.*kSSVS*W****** 
-*.♦.♦♦ ♦•S%%*^*^** S S SNWW •• •• 

-••• ^VrS S %% W •••••• fV* S S%**^*^** 

^ S % % W •• ^SiA sy 


'»sssvsw****^ 


.w«*«*«*«v«s%. 

. w «v «v«s%% s w ^ 

\s s»vXv? 






^y* «^s SNV*'** ** 


-• ^A*kSVSVSV 


vww«vS 

w. 













'>^:7 






so, I 

WANT YOU 
TO TELL 
ME WHEN 
THINGS 
GET TOO 
HARD. 
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WMEN 
THE DOC 
REMOVED 
MY STITCHES 
HE SAID IT 
HEALED 
ABOUT AS 
WELL AS IT 
COULD. 
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MIGHT 
NEVER 
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I DIDN'T 
KNOW WHAT 
TO DO WITH 
MySELF. 
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MIGHT 
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SCARIER 
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WHEN you 

WERE IN A 
COMA, IT FELT 
LIKE My SOUL 
HAD BEEN 
SUCKED OUT 
OF My BODy. 
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ALONE 


LIKE A 
DREAM 
COME 
TRUE. 












W-WE SHOULD 
PROBABLY SET 
GOINS. YOU'RE 
STAYING AT 
THE HOUSE TO¬ 
NIGHT, RIGHT? 














































































































I SAID 
ALL THAT 
ABOUT 
SUPPORT¬ 
ING HIM... 
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YOU'RE 
NO FUN. 
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DEAD SET 
ON GIVING 
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NICKNAME, 

ISN'T 


SO, WHAT'D 
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TALK ABOUT, 
MIVABINGO? 


UM... 
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RIGHT? 
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DON'T 
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I DIDN'T 
THINK HE 
WAS THAT 
FICKLE. 


IT FELT LIKE 
HE JUST 
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HOPPED 
ON THE 
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/'KNOW? 


5555S®f5:: 


umi 


IT 

REALLY 
,,.HURT ... 

MY , 

OPINION / 

OF HIM. r—^ 



V* 







WELL, I 
FOUND 
OUT THAT 


HE WAS IN A 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH SOME¬ 
ONE REALLY 
CLOSE TO HIS 
GIRLFRIEND. 


THEY 

STARTED 

DATING, 


' V', > 


■mm” 


..V-T 




I DUN NO, 
IT JUST 
DOESN'T 
SEEM 
RIGHT. 
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UP FIRST, 
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I MEAN, THE 
REASON 
yOU'RE SO 
UPSET ISN'T 
BECAUSE OF 
WHAT HE DID. 
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RIGHT/ 
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EXPECT 
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A GOOD 
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ISN'T IT A 
LITTLE EARLY 
FOR THIS? 
MY BOOK 
DOESN'T 
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UNTIL NEXT 
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ANyTHING I 
POST WILL 
HELP MUCH. 


I MEAN, I 
CAN, BUT 
I MOSTLY 
JUST READ 
STUFF. 




WHY 
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ASK YOUR 
EDITOR 
TO... 
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HAVEN'T BEEN 
ADVERTISING 
IT EITHER, 
RIGHT, 
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I WAS 
JUST AS 
FLOORED 
AS YOU 
WHEN I 
HEARD. 


IN SHORT, IT'S 
ALL A PLOY 
TO GET MORE 
COPIES INTO 
MORE HANDS. 




WHA...? 
I DON'T.. 


BUT 





WAS SO THAT 
THEY COULD 
CATCH THE HYPE 


WAVE BEFORE 
THE YEAR ENDED 
AND THE BUZZ 
FIZZLED OUT. 


APPAR¬ 
ENTLY, THE 
REASON 
THEY 
RUSHED 
THE DATE, 
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EDITOR IN 
CHIEF KNEW 
you WOULD 
BE OPPOSED 
TO IT AND 
MADE ME 
KEEP MY 
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HAVE CON¬ 
SULTED you 


GOING AHEAD 
WITH THIS 
ADVERTISING 
APPROACH, 




P 

f 




I 





EX¬ 

CUSE 

ME? 







\ 


THEY'RE 

ALREADY 

TALKING 

DOING A 

SECOND 

PRINT- 








Mm-; ■ 




/• > . / 

" . '.-yCrV. ' .; 




'.' .*«.•' .1 .. 

l'* 




-y 


AND THE 
CHIEF 
THINKS 
HIGHLY OF 
YOU AS A 
WRITER. 






THAT'S 
WHY HE 
ORCHES¬ 
TRATED 
THIS IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE. 
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BUT IT'S TRUE 
THAT THIS WILL 
GET MORE PEOPLE 
INTERESTED IN 
YOUR BOOK. 
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I KNOW 
HOW HARD 
HE'S 
WORKED. 
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KNOW 


NATSUO- 
CHAN 
PUT HIS 
HEART 
AND 
SOUL 
INTO- 



I'VE BEEN 
WITH HIM 
EVERY STEP 
OF THE WAY 
I KNOW 
BETTER 
THAN 
ANYONE/ 



HE COULD 
TAKE YOU 
TO COURT 
FOR THIS, 
Y'KNOW. 



YOU THINK 
YOU CAN 
DO WHAT¬ 
EVER YOU 
WANT JUST 
TO SELL A 
FEW MORE 
COPIES? y 
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A VICTIM 
IN THIS 
TOO, 
THEN. 
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HUH? 
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INVADED HIS 
PRIVACY. 


HIS BOOK 
WASN'T A 
MEMOIR 
OF THE 
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NATSUO- 
KUN'S 
HURT REAL 
BAD OVER 


WHAT THE 
COMPANY'S 
INTENTIONS 
WERE. 
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ONE 

MORE 

THING. 
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MARRIED 
WITH KIDS 
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...TO SEE 
PEOPLE PICK 
UP My BOOK. 


I DUNNO, I 
JUST FELT 
KINDA CON¬ 
FLICTED. 







































































































































SOME 
PEOPLE 
EVEN THINK 
THE WHOLE 
THING WAS 
STAGED. 
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IT WAS A 
PUBLICITY 
STUNT OR 
HOW THEY 
BOUGHT THE 
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IT WAS A 
TELL-ALL AND 
WERE LET 
k DOWN. Y 
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PEOPLE WHO 
TROLL LIKE 
THAT ARE 
JUST TRYING 
TO VENT. 



DON'T 
WORRY 
ABOUT WHAT 
PEOPLE SAY 
ONLINE. 



<~sB^' V*l 






t>yy> ?x' 


<:<<< 



I PROMISE 
YOU THERE 
ARE PEOPLE 
OUTTHERE 
WHO GEN¬ 
UINELY LIKE 
YOUR BOOK. 
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CHECKED 
THE WEB BE¬ 
CAUSE I WAS 
CURIOUS 
ABOUT WHAT 
PEOPLE 
THOUGHT 
ABOUT yOUR 
BOOK,*. - 
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I AMMOyeD THAT 
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WERE WRIT¬ 
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HORRIBLE 
THINGS, LIKE 
HOW IT WAS 
ALL A HOAX 
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TRUST IS 
VITAL TO A 
HEALTHY 
WORKING 
RELATION¬ 
SHIP. 


WELL, 
KEEPIN' 
HIM IN THE 
DARK WAS 
DEFINITELY 
A BAD 
CALL. 
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BUT 


YOU'RE 
J ABSO- 
nV^ LUTELY 

f RIGHT. 

SHOULD'VE 
TRIED TO COME 
TO AN UNDER- tei- 
STANDING WITH 

HIM BEFORE 
GOING 

AHEAD WITH / ^ 

V ANYTHING. /\ 
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THANKS 

TO MY MOST OF 
SPINELESS- IT'SMUD- 
NESS, HIS SLINGING 
PRECIOUS GARBAGE 
FIRST 
RELEASE 





••.I HAD 
MORE OF 
A SAY IN 
THINGS. 
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SERI¬ 

OUSLY 


STUDENT 

HERE 

WROTE 

THIS 

BOOK. 




OH/ I READ 
ABOUT THIS 
ONLINE. 
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SO, IT IS 
ABOUT THAT 
STALKER 
INCIDENT 
OR WHAT? 
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IT WAS 
AN EASY 
READ, 
TOO. 



rs^.^y? 


I'M NOT HUGE 
ON BOOKS, I 
DIDN'T HAVE 
ANY PROBLEM 
FOLLOWING 
ALONG. 
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X. / IJUST 
\/ KNOW 

^,._J WHAT I 

^ LIKE AND 
BUT DON'T 
yOUR LIKE. 

BOOK y 

WAS fTuX 

JUST...I L 

DUNNO. n =M 


BUT I'M 
NOT 
MUCH 
OF A 
CRITIC. 


THANKS 


AFTER I 
FINISHED 


REALLY 
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Y'KNOVV 

SOME¬ 

THIN'? 


THANKS, 

SERIZAWA 


^ GETTING A ' 
GLOWING 
REVIEW FROM 
SOME FAMOUS 
CRITIC WOULD 
BE GREAT 
L AND ALL. / 
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CAN I ASK 
YOU FORA 
FAVOR? 







tA/m. 


BETTER 
THAN HE 
WAS ON 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK, 
HINA-NEE? 




DAY, ANY¬ 
WAY. 
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BUT HE'S 
NOT EXACTLY 
CHOMPING 
AT THE BIT 
TO GET TO 
WORK ON HIS 
NEXT STORY, 
Y'KNOW? 
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WOULD 

YOU 

MIND,.. 


...TAKING 
NATSUO 
SOMEWHERE 
TO HELP TAKE 
HIS MIND OFF 
OF THINGS? 
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I DON'T WANNA 
PROD HIM INTO 
WORKING ON HIS 
NEXT PROJECT 
OR ANYTHING, 
BUT...Y'KNOW. 


BAD SLUMP A 
WHILE BACK. 


,..DON’T 
REALLY 
WANNA 
ASK ME 
FOR THIS 
DO YOU? 
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YOU'D 
RATHER 
TAKE HIM 


SOME¬ 

WHERE 

YOURSELF, 

RIGHT? 
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HOW BOUT 
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A TRIP TO 
KARUIZAWA 
OR IZU? 





I'LL TALK 
TO MOM 
ABOUT IT 
TOMORROW. 


DON'T WORRY. 

WE WERE 
THINKING OF 
DOING SOME¬ 
THING FOR 
NATSUO-KUN, 
TOO. 
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I THINK 
A LITTLE 
FAMILY 
EXCURSION 
WOULD 
BE A NICE 
CHANGE 
OF PACE. 
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FORGET THE 
OCEAN! WE 
HAVE THE 
PLATEAUS, THE 
FALLS, THE ZOO, 
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FIRST-CLASS INN 
AHEAD OF US! 


THINK you 
CRAMMED 
ENOUGH 
INTO THE 
DAV? 
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WELL, THE 
WHOLE POINT 
OF TRIPS IS 
TO CUT LOOSE 
AND FORGET 
ABOUT THE 
DAILY GRIND, 
RIGHT? 
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SHE'LL SAY 
SOMETHING 
LIKE 'VOU 
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WITHOUT ME? 
NO FAIR/" 











Vl.H HI 








1%.^^ 


- 

.b 



IHAVE 
TO SEND 
RUI A 
PIC. 



i 



IP 


MAYBE THEY 
MODERNIZED 
THE MENU TO 
GO WITH THE 




'G 'v 



THIS IS 
TOTALLY 
DIFFER¬ 
ENT FROM 
WHAT 

MOST INNS 
SERVE. 






TODAY'S 

TRIP.,. 




...WAS 

ACTUALLY 

RUI'S 

IDEA, 

Y'KNOW. 


.♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 









•7-k- 


SHE^ASKED 


mN^iTOgAKBm 

iiydufsoMEl^ 



^yyy.^^ssi*sss 


WHEREjTO^TRXi 

TdlAkE^yOURi 

MIND^FF^i 

TCVr-V:, XU I kl/^e J 


WE WANTED 
TO DO SOME- 


. A*. / 


THINGtlI=p^ , 

^ # .A. m m .A. CiS. <, 


YOUi^OOMi 


i V gllTHINGSi 


1 ^'•::i'' 
u-^‘ 














( ■ 


SHE WAS 
REALLY 
WORRIED 
ABOUT 

you. 

























































I'M THE 


ONE... 




.y 

^.Vs v>:i 









I THOUGHT 
A LOT ABOUT 
HOW EVER 
SINCE WE MET, 
ALL rVE DONE 
IS THROW 
yOUR LIFE OUT 
OF WHACK. 


NO, IT 
WASN'T/ 


'/UV 


WHEN 
I WAS 
SITTING 

AT youR 

BEDSIDE 
IN THE 
HOSPITAL, 



< , 
♦ ^ 




yri\ 













































































«*«v«v«v»v 


?::§S5:::::?::r:;::::* 



?P^ASSS%V*^P ♦'»♦.♦.•»♦.S'. 




m^m. 

♦ SSSVP»’.*»* 




P^jyir" •::...: 

♦ •.♦.♦.SSSS'*'*'*'*'. . . • . . 


s% 

s*. 


BUT I ALSO 


LIKE 


EVERY PAINFUL 


EXPERIENCE HAS 


I MEAN, 

A LOT 
HAPPENED 
BETWEEN 
US, RIGHT? 


IT'S KINDA 
WEIRD FOR ME 
TO SAY THIS 
WHEN YOU GUYS 
ARE TRYNG TO 
CHEER ME UP, 


HELPED ME 


BETTER MYSELF, 
Y'KNOW? 



EVERYTHING 


HAS PUSHED 


SOMETIMES, 
IT FELT LIKE 
THE WORLD 
WAS CRASH¬ 
ING DOWN 
AROUND ME. 


ME CLOSER TO 


BECOMING AN 


.♦pp. 


.'•^py.sssssv. 


t i V ^ M' ^ >" % % % • ^ X V i\« % 'X*x v5 v^\ wX V yyy* ^ 'X* 




ADULT, BOTH 
THE GOOD 


♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ .. ' ' ^♦♦SVASVP** ♦ ' •♦VPi<CV»4S'X*4V ♦! 

''' '.'.%ss*4sv»*py4ssv*s’4\’/ppy.*' ♦ ♦ ♦ 'V 

♦/.v*s%'*vppy.v.ss% ♦ 4 ♦ ♦v<v^K“X'Xv*'. ' 4 ♦ ' 4 


♦ « 4 


t ♦ ♦ 

' 4%S' 

****** * *^* * 




'.vtsiM 





TIMES AND 


#>XvX*S! 

mm 


THE BAD. 


• 4 <SSV*\' 

• 4 *JSSS '4 

sssss 




Suss ♦ *. . .ss ^ ^.s 


R^Vifci 




r:x-3 




isXssss 










w% • 










8 




BUT DO you 
REALLy THINK 
CRUISING 
THROUGH LIFE 
PAIN-FREE 
GUARANTEES 
yOU'LL BE 
HAPP/F 4 


4 s•^^^^>^^♦^^x^ 

• 4 SSSSV*'»*»*»'v'*SS 


4 4^ * * * W* * * * 

♦ ♦♦♦ ^ ^ ^* * * * * * 9 % • 


♦V*V*V.V /4 

.SS’ 4 SS\'»' 4 ' 


* * ^ * • • 





PPP«V 4 SSSSSSS* 




4 t 


PPP^ 4 %%SSS 
• ♦ ♦ ♦ •'PPPP 4 S*.SS* 
SsVPPPPPy 4 SSSS* 




m 

V ^ 

f ♦ 



9n 



5.r4:K»W3/ 

4 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































♦ S SV*V S S SSXO^ 

•ts* X* ►♦♦♦♦♦XVO »♦ »♦•♦♦ 

S V •• »XCs W7 •• •*. s s 

ss 

ss 

*•* •% S S' • ► • • • 4*r> 

♦ V . S S V >X*Xss 

SS* ••••••✓♦♦/ **^^^^4*4*4 

ss 

S V S S V** ♦'•*✓•♦♦ s ss 


V.S V*vy.V.S S%**^**y.♦•♦♦ S%%vy.♦•♦•%•♦%V •*•• 


C s V •*✓!VA % wi*X*Ivl% %V ^X♦I♦I'IV / ♦' •• ••X*< w •• •• 

*4 % ' W* ••♦• ♦•♦♦ V*^» ♦♦ ♦♦ *^4%\* ^4 *4 *4 


♦♦♦ s V •• V ••tCCs V. 

♦ S *4%*^/^4 *4 S ♦♦•♦%••• ♦♦ ♦♦ V. 


SSft::::^: 








•♦w** •*•*•♦ 






55* 


::;555::: 


5*«:v555* 














: 55:«w<: 5 




«*«*«* 


PLEASE 


DON'T SAY 


you NEVER 


SHOULD'VE 


COME 




♦•♦•♦•SNSW.V.S S»Vy.*.*kS VN V •*•♦ »•*•*•*% W »♦ »♦ 

•%%%%%vy.% %•♦%•♦ vyy*%%% %%v«V*V* %•♦' ♦ v ♦ v*v** 

.. /55*&<^¥5S&\^S«55^J:«25^55:* 

♦%%Vy.♦•♦•%%%>* •••♦•♦•S»VSV***WiVSVXAWiV**.*^ 
%%%%V /✓♦%•♦%' V^* 

♦♦•♦•V^%V**.V.SS%V/«V**kSVNV«V«VAVW«VAV 

♦ ♦^••✓•♦••kSVSV**.*AS»WX/AVVVSVi^VVw» 

:*:**XW5:**. 

♦•vNvvwy.*A%^AS^ 

i:i;?5‘:::S^‘:^ 




*:*Mss 

♦•♦••kSV*V 


••svs 

Sa:S: 

•v^*s**v 








;s55s5®s;i 

SS^pj: 


.%' ♦ V^ % %**%**Vk 

.v**^ ♦•♦ ♦ 


* * *^ID 


••.♦.ss%v»* 


.ssv*v«* 

«ssv«sv 




• • V . *4 *4*4*4 

>\ %W.V.S W.V 
. %%%^ w* % %•♦%% V 

V* ►* ^VS S ’ IV* ►*►*♦*♦% S ’ I 

•♦•.♦•NS ♦»»♦•♦»♦••*%%•♦•»♦•*•♦••*%%•♦ 

•• vis s % \ •»V »♦••*♦♦ %•♦ V »♦•♦•♦•%%•♦ 
•%WS % % ♦ V»V* % %•♦ V v*s%% 

SSV »V .♦♦%•♦'♦'»♦»♦•♦•♦•% S S'»♦ »♦•♦•♦ 


.:.:-x-55 


:%::¥55* 

v^X*lss 
. ^sv. 


5*::S:%:::::::5Xv::::::s 


so, I 

WANT 

you TO 

KNOW 


•♦%V*!AVAV*V*S 


.SSSSV*'♦'.♦.%%%%' 


»;*X%wJXv 




»\W4^*4WWW4\* 


SNS* I*.s 

S%V**y »s s sv***^** »♦ »s 


:5*w*o 





...<5%. 

R ♦ Is X*X' R' Xs s X' 




•kSSS ••*•*»♦•♦•%%•. 


•a sSSSV. 

V 


'^<SS5H¥ 

fe 


...rVE /V£V£/? 



THOUGHT 





THAT THINGS 


WOULD BE 





BETTER IF WE 





NEVER MET, 
HINA-NEE. 


















































































4«4 












^::555*?ft:‘ 































































































w*:*;55SxV?. ♦ 
r 5 Siiw 




s W«* «V«^*»vVW«*y 
s s s%%*«v«s s s sv«v«s 

«*«*«*«SSSSV* V«V•SS^ J 

**\SS%^^^^***\*^t*^^* 1 

♦.♦. s%%v s S%**^** ✓ I 




s w i* »♦ 
wv ••••••✓♦♦♦ s w? •• 

^ 4 4 4 ^ ^ 4 4 % 

«*«*«SS%W»*^«V»SS 


S^i V«*^ ^S'i V V«v 

A-1^55.'S?-1-‘ileS 


•ASS 






/A* 




^SV> 


TM GONNA 
POP OVER 
TO THE 
LOUNGE FOR 
A COUPLE 
DRINKS. 


THE 

OPEN-AIR 
TUB WAS 


BATH'S 

ALL 

yOURS, 

NATSUO 

KUN./ 


BETTER 
SINCE IT'S 
SO COLD 
OUTSIDE. 


iss<* 


OH, 

YEAH 


















































































































m^mm 


m^mm 


'iii.r' 


%mm 


s s % sv «*«*«*«* «v» s s s sv «*«*«* 

S S S SV «*«*«*«* «V» S S S SV «*«*«*«* 

^»* »♦•♦•♦♦♦♦ S S W ♦♦»♦»♦»♦•♦♦♦♦•♦ S S W •*»♦»♦»♦•♦♦♦♦♦♦ S S*A* ••»♦»♦ »vJ® 
F»'»♦»♦••*% S S % SV •*»'»♦»♦•% S ♦♦% S SV •*»'»♦»♦•♦♦♦♦ S S SNV ♦'»♦»♦ »♦•♦••■ 
r ♦'»♦•*••*%%%% W***'»***ASSSSSV*'*'**»*»SSSSS%V*'*****V*V^ 

s sw »♦»♦»♦ ♦♦♦♦ s w »♦ »♦ 

sss%w**»*»*»vss*Nsv*'*' 


<SSSS^*** 

ssss* 




^SS^SV 

s*^ssv 


wm 


«<^>: 




Ci>KkC<{l»ik'* 




v.*.% 

M 

:5K-: 


•!*SXhh:* 


/Hy DISTANCE 
LIKE THIS, 

I WON'T GET 
ANY FUNNY 
THOUGHTS. 


GOD, I'M 
SUCH A 
3REAT BIG 


AND I'LL 
GIVE HIM A 
CHANCE TO 
CALL RUI. 




SBRh 

OUSLY 


\K« 



‘W '• 

wyy7:>:. 

>•4 4 

*4 4 


* w 

4^ 

^ fsv 





sv 
* « 

%v 
* • 


♦ » 

^ >» 

* 


■ ;.-'J 




» 

* ♦ B 






i 

• • 


5%: 




• 4 4 ♦ 4 4 4 ♦ 


:':!a:!:!>; 

' *■' 

* W W W W W W 

'^^^!'/ 

//rS 

vS'*V 

^♦>A 

•.ssssssv 

v5>*> 

/.s 


yyM: 

• • • 

•**S 

f • * • 

ii 

SSS'. 

SK- 

%?5|^ 

A*S%% 

v:*M*> 

LWS'4*4 

:^<1 

S'AV 



Lvvv*.* 






1 «;->^«s««. 

s<f^> 






































































































































































PliH 


‘'A ’'''^' 










« 


.%' ^•ws %•♦' 

♦ ♦ ♦ *•» ft . ♦«♦ ftft 


,. .Xvi>:W5;<S5S 


CRYING, 

MORE 

DRINK¬ 

ING! 


IN THE 
WORLD. 
THAT'S 
ME... 


C^ASV 


DO 

you DO 

COCK¬ 

TAILS? 


THEN... 
I'LL TAKE A 
HIGHBALL. 
ANYTHING 
WORKS. 


ISIMi 


HOW 
ABOUT 
IT'S A THIS? 
FROZEN 
FRUIT 
BALL 
HIGH- 
BALL, 



♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

♦V* 

•S^^V 

♦V »♦•%%% 

^ ft 

V 

«i>if 



P 

y 1 ,| 1 



?;:<: 





















































































































s %% %v •• •• 




:^:S^ 


^%5 


•Assy 


atm; 


L«»J 


Asssy 








iiwi 




PI 


:W?K 


.V*%%%^\iv^4! 




•:<s\-h 

VSSV*' 


.SVA 


*«v*v»sv 








.1? 


P? 


g$® 


mw£i> 

CCCCk^* ♦••«♦♦ 

>iis< 




>WX6 

Pll 


sssssv 

s*^ss%v 


»♦•♦♦ ♦ A S W ? •• »♦»v.vs 

»vA ♦♦ s w ••••»♦ ♦♦•vX 
«v» s s % w «*«*«* «*«v» s 

w ^ ^ ^ ♦X 
w ••••»♦ »v^ ♦♦♦♦ s vw^ 

wyyyAS S S % 

mim;m 


AS S S S SV ••••»♦ AVX 

«V» S S % W «*«*«*«*AS S 

iiii# 

wyy •• AS S S ^ sSv^ 

wyyyAS S S % VA*> 
AS S S S W •• A* A\V^ 

AS S S % W «*«*«*ASSY 


^CBT 


^•^Ayyys 








I rw/A/K' 


«55:::::5555 

SSSSSSV«*«*y 

sssv*v«* «*«*«* 

fSS:::::::i555 

••»♦••»♦.♦.♦.ssss 


A555: 


ASV. 


rW/A/K I'LL 
BRUSH MX 
TEBTH AND 
HOP IN THE 
SHOWER. 


I DON'T 
WANNA WAKE 
UP SA\ELUNG 
LIKE BOOZE. 


OKAY. 




TALK 

TO you 

LATER. 


NIGHT 


4-4-A 


rW/A/K I'LL 
BRUSH MX 
TEETH AND 
HOP IN THE 
SHOWER. 


I DON'T 
WANNA WAKE 
UP SA\ELLING 
LIKE BOOZE. 


»»:-x 






•'•••'•'.SSSSSVA 




BARTENDER 
KNOWS HOW 
TO MAKE A 
MEAN COCK¬ 
TAIL... AND 
SELL 'EM. 


*.ssss 


«*«*«* 
*v«*«*«* 

:m 

*.ssss 
*.ssss 
* * * * * 


tii’^ 


* ^.r 



































































































































♦.♦♦♦« x< 


•4 SSV*w» s 
%•♦ V*%V •• v*v*s% % 


sssw. 


sssw*v^. 


SSSSNV 

SSSSNV 

^ ^^^4 *4*4*4*4*4* %* ^ ^ ** ^ ** ** 

*4*4***^/^/ ♦»♦.♦ ♦ ♦ 

\ss vs v*v«* «*«*.*.%*******« 

SWVSS'*'*****V.♦.%%%%•♦•♦•» 

Bl»SS«a:i:!i;5i;i:i:i: 

V///^^4*4*4***4*4\'/4*4*4*>* 

77S*Sv^yssssvv«*«*^.*.*/. 

ssSvvv •••••• ►♦»♦.♦.%%%%•»•»•»• 

-sssvvs* 

4s4vVVf*i*f*«VASSS%SSV 

nPiS^SSSSSVV^*^***** * 

ppnsvsvrSss*i*«*«*«sss*A 


I W/VD^ 
FEZ.r LIKE 

Rui ms 

PUSHING 
ME AWAY, 


BED TIME. 
FM BEAT 
FROM WALK¬ 
ING AROUND 
ALL DAY... 


BUT SHE 
WAS 

WORRIED 
ABOUT ME 
THE WHOLE 


III 

II 


ii 


i 


\«<s* 


g|| : 


ili 


ill 


IMEAN.Xi 

ITS 

ALL MY 
FAULT. ^ 


I CAN'T 


m 




I i I* i xm *yM* I* I* > Si i* i* i* XK^i^yyy* i*y* x&yyyyyy* s<^ * 

55::5ffi?55»5555»::55ffl?55SK555W::55K;?555«:!:55K:5i55?:5:::::>>>. 


.::555W::J5?*::555:: 

♦SV •^^^WS* 4***********^^/ ^ *• *• *% 
*s W WSV *^^ 4* * W ^4* * V 

;*55¥::5;m555¥:*::55ft::::555Y:;:^5i 

^*•*^*^*^*^*^*^^ •* *• *• *•♦•••♦•♦% *^^ ♦ V ►* *•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦% *^ 

y. i*!*X*X*Si i i i i *y* !♦!♦!♦ S 

••>x*x<ss' ♦%'•••• XvXs % s% V ^^Yyyy4s v. 

•• Xs ^% s s S' ♦'♦'•••• X*XCs ss%%wWXCs v. 


YOUR 

ROOM'S 

OVER- 


W* • ^4 4 k k k**4 4 ♦ ♦ k k k**4 • • • 4 *4 ^4 

y^Y*4 • * ssvJ*X* Xv ♦! i s s sv 5* •• tvX ** •J*Jsssi5*»s*X*X*X ss' ♦' »♦ X*X*I *\ vs 
JiXs s •♦ sw 5* X< i s s s w> •• ••Xi i s s sssv XCiCs w X*>X s ss 

I *rr*9 

1VSV •*.♦ ••♦♦•V V S S W »SV V S S SS'♦'»♦»♦ kSSS V S S S%'»sv 

I W«* f* .* «*«SS S S S VS' •'*'«*«* «VS S S S SS' *'«*«* «VSS S S S S%' *'«*«* «vs 

^5::5«i5K¥::::55«KK5-::::5a5555iW^^ 

•*• w *4 vss* »w V V V vs* ►* »*• W V V V VSS* »S* »*• W V *4 

•<VSS S •♦ SSV ♦'••♦♦ •SS S S S S VS'S S SSS%'••AS SS SVS'♦'•'•• ••✓♦♦♦VV* S 

^•Xs •• •♦ S VS'♦'!♦> X*J •••••• SSS'•• kS* •vs S S S vs V ♦'•••• A •• S S % sv ♦'♦'•••• X*X %s % 

••VSSS ♦SSS'^*»*^*»SSSSSSSS'^*»*^*^VSSSSSS%'*'»*»*ASSSSS%'*'*'^*^*ASSSSS 
'ASSS ♦%%•♦'♦'»'»*»SSSSSSSS'*'»'^*»SSSSSSSS'*'»'»'*'»SSSSSS'*'*'^*^*^*»S*.SSS 


•4SSSSSSV^*»S*.SV4SS 

•4SSSSSSV^*^*y.SSSSS 

k *4 *4 *4*4 *4*4*4* 4* *4 Vk *4 

.' ♦ V WX^Xs s sVkV •• •• 

,y>,*,*,*,*,SSSSSS'•••••• 


SSSS%'*'^*^*^*AS 

»* kSSSS *4 % w •* 


: 5 s 5 S 5 


•A*AV*SSSSS*A*^*«*k*^*ASSSSSS*A*«*ASSS ^S^A'*' 
W^*^*^*kSSSSS*A*^*^*^*k*ASSSS*A*SuASSS ^SS'^'^* 
^••••k*^*kSSSSSSS*^*^*k*^*kSSSSSSS*A5fkSSSS kSVk'^* 
•^^^>,*^SSSSV*'*'*\S*.SSSSSSS'SraXsSS kSV*'*' 


►ssy 




, ' 

. 4 

4 4 

t ^ ^ 

* 

4 • 



• S k 

♦ k 

% % 

. . 

S*’ 


♦ . 
vS 


’ 1 1 

1 ’ 


* ^ t 

• • 






k 

• * 

i* 

1 

, • 

% 4 

4 4 

. 

• ^ 
k 

. 

♦ 'w • 

4 \S 

S' 



T 



t: 

% 4 

^ • 

k 

5} 



1 i 

; • 

4 

\ 

v!J 

. 

,s 

. i 

4 




4 


X 


, 

, 

la^ 


4 

1 

. \ 



4 




































































































































^mm^mm^M^ 








yjyyyyj'yy. 




yy.'y.'y/.'y.<->: 


********** ******* 

* * * * 9 * » ^ * ^ 






















































Bonus I^anga 



THIS STORY TfiKES 
PLACE after 
M» yAB» WENT HOME 

»N chapter n6o 

























































































you 

PROBABLY 
WANNA DO 
MORE THAN 
JUST KISS, 
RIGHT? 



BUT 


V 


K 

V- 










• * S'*'* ♦%%SSS'*'*'*• ***S%%%SSV*'*'*•*• *S%**%SSS'*'*'*•*• ••%%%%•♦•♦' ♦•♦•••••••••♦SsS *•♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

♦ ' ♦♦♦♦•♦♦•♦ ♦♦S\S’*’*’//*V*♦♦%♦♦♦♦♦♦•♦•*•*♦ ♦♦♦♦♦•♦♦♦•♦SW ♦ ******^V^V*SSV*\* '♦' ' ♦ •♦• 

%%%•*%•♦'*•*'*♦*'♦%♦♦%%•*%'♦•*•*'*'*♦•%♦♦•♦%•♦%•♦•*•*'*'*%%♦♦%%%%•♦ '.%%♦♦%%• ♦ ♦♦. 

♦ %’*%’*'*'*’*'****^^*<%’*%’*’*’*’*'****^^*^%’*%’*'*’*V****^*^*^V*%%’*’*V* * ♦•♦•V*%SS ♦.' 

% % % S * % *♦ Ss' *' *% •♦ Ss' *' *• *••% % % S •♦ S' ♦' *••••% S' ♦S' *s* *•••• ^ 

♦ SSSS'*'*'^ ♦ ♦SSSSSV*'*'*****SSSSSSV*'*'***SSSSSSS'*'*'*'***SSSSSSS'♦'*'♦'*♦*♦♦♦• ^ 

• * *♦♦% *SS ♦•♦•♦•*• **✓• M 

* X 

'♦••SS ♦SSS'^'*'**** ••• SSSSS'^'*'*****SSSSSSS'*'*'*****SSSSSSS'*S'*****SSSSSS ♦ M 

♦ • ' ♦ ♦ ♦ SSSS'*'*'*****SSSSSSS'*'*'*****SSSSSSS'*'*'*****SSSSSS’^ 

' •♦•*•♦•♦•*'*'***SS* ♦S**'*'*'***'*SSSS%SV*'*'*****SSS ♦ ♦%•# 

•*'*•♦•*'*♦ •••S'. •»•'♦'*'••*♦••.♦.♦.%%%•♦'♦'*'••.♦••♦.' . • # A 


♦ :>»>':' *•*•• 
SSSSS' •••• 
♦SSS^^V* 


* *'*•*•♦•♦'♦'.SSS'*'*'**** 
.S'*SS'*'*'**** 
S •♦*♦ S •♦'*'*'♦' *• 
W* * *♦.'•♦♦%%%%%'♦'♦'*'•• 


SSSSV*'.'.*. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

• •••••••••♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^ 

*'*•*• t*K S •>♦ S S'♦'*'*'t* **ts •>♦ S •♦•♦'♦'♦'♦•♦• ts s • 

• * * * ♦♦••••****•••••••••***♦ ^4 ••••••***. 

SS^'X'*'*'*♦*♦*SSSS^W*'*'*♦^•SSSS^V^*'*'^*♦•S♦I♦♦'XS^ 

*♦•♦♦ *♦•♦♦ S S S SS' ♦' ss I 

♦♦•S S S S S S' *' *♦•♦♦ S S SS' ♦•♦•♦•'•♦♦ J 


.SSSSS'*'*'***SSSSSSSSS ♦ *'*SSS. i 

.SSSSS'*'**^***.*^SSSSS'^SS*^***.S' ssss ♦! 


S S S S' ^ 'Is SS' ♦XCs ss 




*••*♦ S S* ♦' ♦ 


' ' *'.S s • • % V *' * V *••%♦♦ s s • 
*Xs't'>^*. 


WE TRY 
SOME¬ 
THING 
NEW? 


r:$w 


























































1 



B6D'S 
SO BIG! 




AFTER ALL 
I WAS THE 
ONE WHO 
WANTED 
A FANCY 
PLACE, 
RIGHT? 


WHAT'RE 

YOU 

TALKING 
ABOUT? 
THIS IS FOR 
BOTH OF 
US, ISN'T 
IT? WHY yvor 
. SPLIT IT? 








I WISH 
r COULD 
TAKE CARE 
OF THE 
WHOLE 
BILL,,. 


RY. 





IT'S THE 


TIME I'VE 
BEEN TO 


REALLY 
DO HAVE 
THE FRONT 
DESK WITH 
THE TINY 
WINDOW/ 



I'VE 
HEARD 
A LOT 
ABOUT 
THESE 
PLACES 
FROM 
MOMO/ 



































































































































































I'VE TOLD 
you, SHE'S 
JUST A 
FRIEND... 


OF 

COURSE 

NOT/ 


I WONDER 
THINK 

# # # 

SHE 


Dl- Nw 
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HBH 

HEH 

HEH 


UH... 

you WERE 
SUDDENLV 
STRADDLING 
ME... 






Lx 


...AND 
POUNCED 
ON ME 
WITH PAS¬ 
SIONATE 
K 




WELL 

■p 


youR 

DREAM 

p 


L 
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Jii 


\ • 




X 




.N 


V 


Lv: 


^ ITS ^ 
JUST 
AS HOT 
AS I 
EXPECT- 


ED/ 

// 


^7 

(j 


M 

tf 


4 / 



AH HA HA! 

AIDD 

'^OUP 

MWTASieS/ 




DOCTOP'S 
JOB/ , 
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AND 

you 

WERE 

LIKE, 

"OKAy/ 

TIME 

FOR 

youR 

CHECK- 
, UP/" 
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7 

/ 
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JC « 
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'P.l ' 


IT WAS A 
DREAM.^ 



// 






X 


X 






YEAH, 

YEAH/ 




tt 






OKAy 
TIME FOR 

youR 

CHE- 





^>>>12 




/'///. 
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KKy 


BUT 

THANKS TO 
you THIS 
ENDED UP 
BEING A 
GOOD DAV 
REGARD- 



LN*. 




r SHOULD 
BE THE ONE 
APOLOGIZ¬ 
ING FOR 
BEING SO 
DEMANDING. 


YEAH. 

THE 

WOUND'S 

STILL 

CLOSED. 






I'M so 
SORRY. 
YOU'RE 
SURE YOUR 
STOMACH'S 
. OKAY? , 


1^* »v^ ♦♦ s> sv 


w '1 






*.«»S 


QUOTA 


COMPUTt 



NO. 





WAY. 



BEFORE 
YOU HEAD 
BACK OVER 
THERE, COULD 
YOU WEAR 
A CHEF'S 
OUTFIT 
NEXT Tl 
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